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kind regard and consolation in private affliction which you are so eminently adapted to give, and which always have been so given as to require our utmost thanks. We beg leave to assure you that we think the continuance of the society in Purchase Street mainly depends on your continuance as pastor, and that, should you leave, a considerable portion of those who have longest been with you, and who have a strong attachment to your character, would also leave; and should these events take place, we do not now perceive how the remainder of the society could, without any considerable accession of numbers, grant that support to a pastor which duty and justice would seem to require of them. In closing this communication, we are sure that we should do our constituents great injustice, did we not assure you of their great personal regard, and that our own regard is no less ardent. We therefore hope and trust that you may be listened to in future with the same pleasure and interest with which you were heard in the commencement of your ministry."
The views thus expressed, my friends, were confirmed in full and free conversations which I sought for with the individual members of your committee. Their statements, as you will perceive, present the subject in a somewhat different aspect from that in which I had considered it, and throw upon me a responsibility which I should be reluctant to assume. They seem to furnish the same reasons in a stronger